AAJA SF Scholarship Program 2009

AAJA SF is awarding $10,000 in scholarships this year to outstanding high school seniors and college students as part of its ongoing mission to encourage Asians to pursue journalism and to promote diversity in newsrooms. Students are selected based on their journalistic ability, commitment to journalism, sensitivity to Asian Pacific American issues, financial need and scholastic achievement.

We are proud to announce the 2009 scholarship recipients:

MAANVI SINGH – The Ken Wong Memorial Scholarship goes to Maanvi. Maanvi is a reporter and features editor for the Las Lomas High School newspaper, The Page. In addition, she is a teen correspondent for the Contra Costa Times’ Life In Perspectives and editor-in-chief of the youth-run Young Thinkers’ Magazine. Her recent stories explored the rise in bank robberies in Walnut Creek and the state budget impact on her local school district. She demonstrates a curiosity, commitment and drive to get the story that impressed the judges. Her award is $4,000.

STEPHANIE LEE – Stephanie received a $2,500 scholarship for her journalistic commitment and promise. Stephanie is studying abroad in Spain for a semester. Before she left, she was a reporter and assistant editor of UC Berkeley’s campus newspaper, the Daily Californian, where she led a staff of 30, started a weekly video feature on election issues and spearheaded a new website for election coverage. She interned with the multimedia team at The Virginian-Pilot, where she earned praise for her ideas and sense of urgency when it comes to online news. Stephanie will intern at Inside Higher Ed in Washington D.C. this summer, and returns to school in the fall to become managing editor of the Daily Californian.

HOWARD HSU – Howard is the recipient of the Willie Kee Memorial Scholarship, which honors the best in broadcast journalism, video editting and photojournalism. Howard graduates from UC Berkeley’s Graduate School of Journalism this year. He plans to continue work on a photography essay on how gentrification in Oakland affects Chinatown and on an international project on the exotic wildlife trade in Southeast Asia and China. His work on the exotic wildlife trade in Burma was published on the PBS Frontline/World website. His scholarship is $2,000.

WESLEY CHO - Wesley received a $500 scholarship. A student at the Academy of Art University in San Francisco, Wesley has an eye for detail and a talent for interesting story-telling that is apparent in recent coverage of the World Baseball Classic Championship at Dodger Stadium and Wondercon, a popular comics and pop culture convention in San Francisco.

RASHMI GUTTAL - Rashmi received a $500 scholarship. Rashmi is a graduating senior at Evergreen Valley High School in San Jose and has worked on her school newspaper, The Prowler. She reported on gay marriage and other issues while at Mosaic, a journalism program sponsored by the San Jose Mercury News, California Chicano News Media Association and other media groups. She graduates this year and plans to attend UC Irvine.

LESLIE SZETO – Leslie was awarded a $500 scholarship. Leslie is studying broadcast journalism at San Jose State University, where she was a reporter for the college online network www.palestra.net and television news program Update News. She previously interned at NBC 11. A professor in broadcast journalism lauded her as a team player who helps classmates shoot and edit video.

The JUDGES: A special thanks to our scholarship judges: Carissa Chu, freelance broadcast journalist, most recently of KTVU; David de la Fuente, online editor at the San Francisco Chronicle/sfgate.com; Henry Lee, reporter at the San Francisco Chronicle; and Sophia Kazmi, reporter at the Contra Costa Times. We thank the San Francisco Chronicle for hosting the finalists’ judging at its headquarters.

THE FUNDING: Funding comes from our annual culinary event East West Eats. Thank you to everyone who purchased a ticket and supported the event. We also want to thank Comcast, Verizon, Thunder Valley Casino and Wells Fargo Bank for sponsoring the 2009 East West Eats. In addition, PG&E provided a donation to support this year’s scholarship program.

